
Agricultural Policies in Costa Rica: OECD
Food and Agricultural Reviews
Costa Rica's agricultural sector plays a vital role in the country's economy
and food security. The sector contributes around 10% of GDP and employs
approximately 14% of the workforce. Costa Rica is known for its production
of coffee, bananas, pineapples, and other tropical fruits and vegetables.
The country is also a major exporter of beef, pork, and dairy products.

In recent years, Costa Rica has made significant progress in developing
and implementing agricultural policies that promote sustainable agriculture
and food security. The country has adopted a number of policies and
programs to support small-scale farmers, promote agroforestry, and reduce
the use of pesticides and fertilizers. Costa Rica has also been a leader in
the development of organic agriculture.
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The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
has praised Costa Rica's agricultural policies for their positive impact on the
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country's economy and environment. In its 2019 Food and Agricultural
Reviews report, the OECD noted that Costa Rica has made "significant
progress in developing a sustainable and competitive agricultural sector."
The report highlighted Costa Rica's efforts to promote small-scale
agriculture, agroforestry, and organic farming.

Key Agricultural Policies in Costa Rica

Costa Rica's agricultural policies are based on the following principles:

Sustainability: Costa Rica's agricultural policies are designed to
promote sustainable agriculture practices that protect the environment
and natural resources.

Food security: Costa Rica's agricultural policies aim to ensure that all
Costa Ricans have access to affordable and nutritious food.

Competitiveness: Costa Rica's agricultural policies are designed to
support the competitiveness of the country's agricultural sector in the
global marketplace.

Costa Rica has implemented a number of key agricultural policies,
including:

The Law on Sustainable Agricultural Development: This law was
passed in 2006 and provides the legal framework for Costa Rica's
sustainable agricultural policies.

The National Plan for Sustainable Agricultural Development: This plan
was adopted in 2008 and outlines Costa Rica's goals for sustainable
agricultural development.



The Program for the Promotion of Sustainable Agriculture: This
program was launched in 2010 and provides financial and technical
support to farmers who adopt sustainable agricultural practices.

The National Organic Agriculture Program: This program was launched
in 2014 and provides support to farmers who want to transition to
organic agriculture.

Impact of Agricultural Policies in Costa Rica

Costa Rica's agricultural policies have had a positive impact on the
country's economy and environment. The country's agricultural sector has
grown steadily in recent years, and Costa Rica is now a major exporter of
agricultural products. The country has also made significant progress in
reducing poverty and hunger, and Costa Rica is now ranked as one of the
most food-secure countries in the world.

Costa Rica's agricultural policies have also had a positive impact on the
environment. The country has made significant progress in reducing
deforestation and greenhouse gas emissions. Costa Rica is also a leader in
the development of renewable energy, and the country now generates over
99% of its electricity from renewable sources.

Challenges Facing Costa Rica's Agricultural Sector

Costa Rica's agricultural sector faces a number of challenges, including:

Climate change: Climate change is a major threat to Costa Rica's
agricultural sector. The country is already experiencing the effects of
climate change, such as more frequent and severe droughts and



floods. Climate change is also likely to lead to changes in agricultural
productivity and the spread of pests and diseases.

Pests and diseases: Pests and diseases can have a devastating
impact on Costa Rica's agricultural sector. The country has been hit by
a number of major pests and diseases in recent years, including the
coffee leaf rust and the Panama disease of bananas.

Market volatility: Costa Rica's agricultural sector is subject to market
volatility. The prices of agricultural commodities can fluctuate
significantly, which can have a negative impact on the incomes of
farmers.

Recommendations for Costa Rica's Agricultural Sector

The OECD has made a number of recommendations for improving Costa
Rica's agricultural sector, including:

Investing in research and development: Costa Rica should invest more
in research and development to develop new agricultural technologies
and practices.

Promoting sustainable agriculture: Costa Rica should continue to
promote sustainable agriculture practices that protect the environment
and natural resources.

Supporting small-scale farmers: Costa Rica should continue to support
small-scale farmers, who play a vital role in the country's agricultural
sector.

Diversifying agricultural exports: Costa Rica should diversify its
agricultural exports to reduce the risk of market volatility.



Costa Rica has made significant progress in developing and implementing
agricultural policies that promote sustainable agriculture and food security.
The country's agricultural sector faces a number of challenges, but Costa
Rica is well-positioned to overcome these challenges and continue to
develop a sustainable and competitive agricultural sector.

A farmer in Costa Rica harvesting coffee beans. Costa Rica's agricultural
sector is a major contributor to the country's economy and food security.
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