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Anybody Shining is a powerful and moving novel that tells the story of Miss
Della, a young black woman who is determined to find her place in the
world. Set in the rural South during the Great Depression, the novel
explores themes of race, class, and gender through the lens of Miss Della's
personal journey.

Miss Della is a complex and unforgettable character. She is strong and
independent, but she is also vulnerable and insecure. She has a deep
desire to learn and grow, but she is also aware of the limitations that
society places on her because of her race and gender. Despite the
challenges she faces, Miss Della never gives up on her dreams. She is
determined to make a better life for herself, and she is willing to fight for
what she believes in.
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Anybody Shining is a coming-of-age story that is both heartbreaking and
hopeful. It is a story about the challenges of growing up in a world that is
often unfair and unjust. But it is also a story about the power of hope and
the importance of never giving up on your dreams.

The Setting

Anybody Shining is set in the rural South during the Great Depression. This
was a time of great economic hardship for everyone, but it was especially
difficult for African Americans. They faced discrimination in all aspects of
life, from education to employment to housing. Despite the challenges they
faced, African Americans during this time were also fighting for their civil
rights. The novel captures the spirit of this struggle and shows how it
inspired hope and change in a community.

The Characters

Miss Della is the protagonist of the novel. She is a young black woman who
is determined to find her place in the world. She is strong and independent,
but she is also vulnerable and insecure. She has a deep desire to learn and
grow, but she is also aware of the limitations that society places on her
because of her race and gender.

Miss Della's mother is a strong and supportive woman who has always
encouraged her daughter to follow her dreams. She is a pillar of the
community and a role model for Miss Della.

Miss Della's father is a hard-working man who loves his family dearly. He is
a good provider, but he is also a traditionalist who believes that women
should stay home and raise children.



Miss Della's brother, John, is a talented young man who dreams of
becoming a doctor. He is a good student and a hard worker, but he is also
aware of the challenges that he will face as a black man in the medical
field.

The Themes

Anybody Shining explores a number of important themes, including race,
class, and gender. The novel shows how these factors can shape a
person's life and how they can be overcome.

Race is a major theme in the novel. Miss Della is constantly aware of the
fact that she is black and that this affects how she is treated by others. She
experiences discrimination in school, at work, and in her personal life.
Despite the challenges she faces, Miss Della never gives up on her
dreams. She is determined to prove that she is just as capable as anyone
else, regardless of her race.

Class is another important theme in the novel. Miss Della's family is poor,
but they are proud and independent. They work hard to make a living and
to provide for their children. Miss Della learns the value of hard work and
determination from her parents. She also learns the importance of
community and helping others.

Gender is a third important theme in the novel. Miss Della is a strong and
independent woman, but she is also aware of the limitations that society
places on her because of her gender. She is expected to stay home and
raise children, but she has dreams of her own. Miss Della shows that
women are capable of anything they set their minds to. She is a role model
for other women who are fighting for their rights.



The Impact

Anybody Shining has been praised for its powerful storytelling and its
honest portrayal of African American life during the Great Depression. The
novel has been used in schools and universities to teach about the history
of race relations in the United States. It has also been adapted into a film
and a play.

Anybody Shining is a timeless story that continues to resonate with readers
today. It is a story about the challenges of growing up in a world that is
often unfair and unjust. But it is also a story about the power of hope and
the importance of never giving up on your dreams.

Further Reading
= The Great Depression
= Civil Rights Movement
= African American Literature

= Frances Roark Dowell
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