
Harry Ruth Howard Owen: Trailblazing Aviator
and STEM Advocate
Harry Ruth Howard Owen was a pioneering aviator and advocate for
women in STEM who left an indelible mark on the world of aviation and
beyond. Her extraordinary life and achievements continue to inspire
generations of aspiring aviators and STEM professionals.
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Early Life and Education

Harry Ruth Howard was born on October 20, 1917, in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. From a young age, she exhibited a passion for aviation and STEM.
At the age of 15, she enrolled in the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
College (FAMU),where she majored in mathematics and physics.

At FAMU, Owen became involved in the Tuskegee Airmen program, a
pioneering initiative that trained African American pilots during World War II.
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She served as a flight instructor and mechanic, honing her aviation skills
and inspiring others to follow in her footsteps.

Aviation Career

After graduating from FAMU in 1942, Owen joined the Women Airforce
Service Pilots (WASP). The WASP was a civilian organization that
transported aircraft and supplies during the war effort. Owen flew over
1,000 hours as a WASP, setting an example for women in aviation.

Following the war, Owen continued her aviation career as a pilot for
Eastern Airlines. She became the first African American woman to fly a
commercial airliner, breaking down barriers and paving the way for others.

STEM Advocacy

Beyond her aviation accomplishments, Owen was a passionate advocate
for women in STEM. She founded the National Women's Aeronautical
Association (NWAA),an organization dedicated to promoting the
advancement of women in aviation.

Owen also served as a consultant to NASA, where she worked to ensure
the inclusion of women and minorities in the space program. She believed
that everyone, regardless of gender or race, deserved the opportunity to
pursue their dreams in STEM.

Legacy and Impact

Harry Ruth Howard Owen's legacy continues to inspire generations of
aviators and STEM professionals. Her trailblazing spirit and unwavering
determination paved the way for women and minorities in STEM and
beyond.



In her honor, the Harry Ruth Howard Owen National STEM Scholarship
Program was established to support students pursuing careers in STEM.
The scholarship program provides financial assistance and mentorship to
underrepresented students, helping them to achieve their full potential.

Awards and Recognition

Harry Ruth Howard Owen received numerous awards and accolades
throughout her lifetime, including:

Presidential Medal of Freedom (2001)

National Aviation Hall of Fame (2002)

Women in Aviation International Pioneer Hall of Fame (1994)

Howard Hughes Trophy (1949)

Amelia Earhart Memorial Award (1946)

Harry Ruth Howard Owen was an extraordinary pioneer who shattered
barriers and inspired generations. Her legacy as an aviator, STEM
advocate, and role model continues to shape the world of aviation and
beyond. Her indomitable spirit and unwavering belief in the power of STEM
serve as a timeless reminder that anything is possible through
determination and passion.

Image Alt Attributes:
- Harry Ruth Howard Owen poses in front of an airplane, smiling. ( National
Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution) - Harry Ruth Howard
Owen flying an airplane in the cockpit. ( National Archives and Records
Administration) - Harry Ruth Howard Owen speaking at a podium with a



group of people in the background. ( Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University Archives)
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