How To Play Songs By Ear Without Sheet
Music Using The Nashville Number System

If you're a musician who wants to improve your ear training and learn how
to play songs by ear without sheet music, then the Nashville Number
System is a great tool to help you. This system is a simple way to write
down the chords of a song so that you can play it back without having to
rely on sheet music.

What Is The Nashville Number System?

The Nashville Number System is a shorthand way to write down the chords
of a song using numbers. Each number corresponds to a specific chord in
a particular key. For example, the number 1 corresponds to the | chord (the
major chord built on the root of the scale),the number 2 corresponds to the
Il chord (the minor chord built on the second note of the scale),and so on.
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The numbers are always written in Roman numerals, and they are always
placed above the lyrics of the song. So, for example, a song in the key of C
major might have the following chords:

[NV 1Y/ S ——— RN RNV |V e E—— I

This would indicate that the song starts with the | chord (C major),then
moves to the V chord (G major),and then to the IV chord (F major).

How Can | Use The Nashville Number System?

To use the Nashville Number System, you first need to learn the numbers
for the chords in all 12 keys. Once you know the numbers, you can start
writing down the chords for songs that you want to learn. You can do this by
listening to a recording of the song and trying to identify the chords that are
being played. Once you have identified the chords, you can write them
down using the Nashville Number System.

Once you have written down the chords for a song, you can start practicing
playing it. You can do this by playing the chords slowly and gradually
increasing the speed as you become more comfortable. You should also try
to sing along to the song as you play it, which will help you to develop your
ear training.

Tips For Using The Nashville Number System

Here are a few tips for using the Nashville Number System:

= Learn the numbers for the chords in all 12 keys. This is the
foundation of the Nashville Number System, and you will need to know
the numbers in order to use it effectively.



= Start with simple songs. \When you are first starting out, it is helpful
to practice with simple songs that have a few chords. This will help you
to build a solid foundation and develop your ear training.

= Listen to recordings of songs. This is a great way to learn how to
identify chords by ear. Listen to songs that you like and try to identify
the chords that are being played. You can also find recordings of songs
that have been transcribed using the Nashville Number System, which
can be a helpful way to learn.

= Practice regularly. The more you practice, the better you will become
at using the Nashville Number System. Try to set aside some time
each day to practice playing songs by ear.

The Nashville Number System is a valuable tool for musicians who want to
improve their ear training and learn how to play songs by ear without sheet
music. This system is simple to learn and use, and it can help you to
expand your musical knowledge and abilities.

If you are interested in learning more about the Nashville Number System,
there are many resources available online and in books. You can also find
classes and workshops that can help you to get started.
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