
Proxy Wars and Secret Ops in Africa:
Dispatch Books Uncover Hidden Battles
Africa, a continent marked by both immense natural resources and
complex political landscapes, has become a stage for proxy wars and
covert operations, orchestrated by global powers seeking to expand their
influence and secure strategic advantages. Dispatch Books, a renowned
publisher specializing in international affairs, has recently released a series
of groundbreaking works that shed light on these hidden battles, revealing
the intricate web of alliances, conflicts, and covert actions that are shaping
Africa's destiny.

The Rise of Proxy Wars

Proxy wars, where nations support rival factions in a foreign conflict without
directly engaging in combat, have become a prevalent tactic in Africa. This
approach allows external powers to exert influence without incurring the
risks and costs associated with direct military intervention.
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In Libya, for instance, foreign powers have backed different militias and
factions, fueling a civil war that has raged for years. Russia, seeking to
expand its reach in North Africa, has provided military support to the Libyan
National Army, while Turkey has backed the rival Government of National
Accord.

Similarly, in Somalia, the ongoing conflict has been influenced by proxy
wars involving regional powers such as Ethiopia and Kenya, who support
opposing factions in an attempt to secure control over strategic territory and
resources.

Covert Operations and Espionage

Alongside proxy wars, covert operations have also become prevalent in
Africa. Intelligence agencies from around the world operate in the shadows,
gathering information, recruiting informants, and executing secret missions
to advance their national interests.

The United States, France, and China are among the major players
engaged in covert operations in Africa. Their operatives conduct
surveillance, infiltrate key organizations, and initiate clandestine actions to
influence political outcomes, gather intelligence, and protect their own
interests.

In 2017, reports emerged of a joint US-French covert operation in Mali that
targeted a suspected terrorist group. The operation, codenamed "Operation
Barkhane," involved the deployment of special forces troops to gather
intelligence and carry out counterterrorism missions.

The Case of Operation Gladio



One of the most infamous covert operations in African history is Operation
Gladio, a clandestine network established by the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) and other Western intelligence agencies during the Cold War.
The operation aimed to create and support anti-communist resistance
movements in case of a Soviet invasion.

In Africa, Operation Gladio was active in several countries, including
Morocco, Algeria, and Libya. It trained and armed local operatives to
engage in sabotage, propaganda, and other clandestine activities to
counter Soviet influence.

The legacy of Operation Gladio remains controversial, with allegations of
human rights abuses and involvement in political assassinations. Its
existence highlighted the extent to which external powers were willing to
engage in covert actions to secure their interests.

The Impact of Proxy Wars and Secret Ops

The proliferation of proxy wars and covert operations in Africa has had a
profound impact on the continent's political stability, economic
development, and social fabric.

Proxy wars have fueled conflicts, prolonged instability, and hindered
reconciliation efforts. External powers have often pursued their own
agendas without regard for the well-being of local populations,
exacerbating humanitarian crises and undermining efforts towards
sustainable peace.

Covert operations have also raised concerns about sovereignty and
accountability. The activities of foreign intelligence agencies often operate



outside of national jurisdictions, raising questions about their legality and
legitimacy. Allegations of human rights violations and political manipulation
further erode trust in international actors.

Challenging the Narrative

Dispatch Books' publications provide a valuable counter-narrative to the
dominant discourse on Africa. By exposing the hidden battles taking place
on the continent, these works challenge the simplistic portrayal of African
conflicts as solely indigenous issues.

The books highlight the extent to which external powers have manipulated
and exploited political divisions, ethnic tensions, and economic disparities
to advance their own geopolitical interests. They shed light on the
complexities of proxy wars, covert operations, and the profound impact
they have had on Africa's development trajectory.

Call for Increased Transparency and Accountability

The revelations brought forth by Dispatch Books demand increased
transparency and accountability from both African governments and
external powers. African leaders must prioritize the interests of their citizens
over foreign influence and resist becoming pawns in geopolitical games.

External powers, meanwhile, must be held accountable for their actions in
Africa. They must adhere to international law, respect the sovereignty of
African nations, and engage in open and transparent diplomacy.

The proxy wars and secret ops that have unfolded in Africa are a testament
to the enduring power struggle that shapes global politics. Dispatch Books'
publications serve as a wake-up call, urging us to confront the hidden



dimensions of these conflicts and demand a shift towards transparency,
accountability, and genuine partnership between Africa and the
international community.

By exposing the machinations of geopolitical rivalry, Dispatch Books
empowers readers to make informed judgments and advocate for a more
just and equitable world order. Africa deserves better than to be a
battleground for external powers. Its people have the right to determine
their own destiny, free from the shadows of proxy wars and covert
operations.
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