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William Faulkner's Absalom, Absalom! is a complex and challenging novel
that explores the intricate web of family, race, and history in the American
South. This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the novel's
major themes, characters, and symbolism, offering valuable insights and
analysis to enhance your understanding and appreciation of Faulkner's
masterpiece.

Themes

1. The destructive power of family secrets and lies: The novel reveals
the devastating consequences of secrets and lies that are kept within
the Sutpen family, ultimately leading to tragedy and ruin.
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2. The corrosive effects of slavery and racism: Faulkner depicts the
corrosive effects of slavery and racism on both individuals and society,
highlighting the deep-seated prejudices and injustices that pervade the
American South.

3. The cyclical nature of history: The novel suggests that history is
doomed to repeat itself, as the Sutpen family's tragic past continues to
haunt and affect their present and future generations.

4. The search for identity and belonging: Many of the characters in the
novel struggle with issues of identity and belonging, seeking to find
their place in a complex and often hostile world.

Characters

Thomas Sutpen: A ruthless and ambitious planter who represents the
destructive consequences of his own actions.

Ellen Coldfield: A spinster who narrates much of the novel and
provides a biased account of the Sutpen family history.

Rosa Coldfield: Ellen's younger sister, who is infatuated with Thomas
Sutpen and serves as a catalyst for the family's downfall.

Henry Sutpen: Thomas's eldest son, who becomes a Confederate
general and embodies the destructive legacy of his family.

Judith Sutpen: Thomas's daughter, who is torn between her loyalty to
her family and her love for Henry.

Symbolism



The Sutpen Mansion: A symbol of Thomas Sutpen's ambition and the
grandeur of his failed dreams.

The Sutpen Hundred: A symbol of the plantation's vastness and the
greed that drives Thomas Sutpen.

The river: A symbol of the cyclical nature of history, as it flows through
the Sutpen property and connects past, present, and future.

The Bible: A symbol of the characters' struggle with faith and morality,
as they grapple with the consequences of their actions.

The mirror: A symbol of the characters' self-deception and inability to
face the truth about themselves and their family.

Analysis

Faulkner's Absalom, Absalom! is a masterfully crafted novel that explores
the complex and often tragic nature of human relationships. Through his
use of multiple perspectives, Faulkner reveals the subjective nature of truth
and the difficulty of piecing together a complete and accurate history. The
novel also delves into the psychological depths of its characters, exposing
their motivations, fears, and desires.

Faulkner's prose is both lyrical and evocative, creating a rich and
immersive literary experience. He uses stream-of-consciousness
techniques to explore the minds of his characters, allowing the reader to
experience their thoughts and emotions firsthand. The novel is also notable
for its dense symbolism, with every detail and object holding potential
significance in the larger narrative.



Absalom, Absalom! is a towering achievement in American literature, a
novel that rewards multiple readings and continues to captivate readers
with its complex themes, compelling characters, and evocative prose. This
study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the novel's major
elements, offering valuable insights and analysis to enhance your
understanding and appreciation of Faulkner's masterpiece.
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