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Libraries have long been symbols of knowledge, culture, and progress.
They are repositories of human history and thought, and they play a vital
role in education and research. However, libraries have also been targets
of destruction, particularly during times of war and political upheaval.

In the twentieth century, the destruction of libraries reached unprecedented
levels. Totalitarian regimes, such as Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union, and
China, saw libraries as a threat to their authority. They sought to control
information and suppress dissent, and they believed that libraries could be
used to spread subversive ideas.

As a result, libraries were often targeted for destruction during times of
political unrest. In Nazi Germany, the Nazis burned thousands of books by
Jewish authors and other "undesirable" elements. In the Soviet Union,
libraries were purged of books that were deemed to be L v, And in


https://genre.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlFKazdJYjFWYmF4Qk9aN1lhd3Fpb0dMenZBVzRBUGVPSUd3dHZYSWQ0aklsNVhZUTNLUEl5WkhseURMSWQ3XC92ZVR6QWUwWDlYUEVNTUxoVTh3RERLQnEwaU5Qd04wWnU2QWtPd3BEaGg3eDFPdU9wK2EyRUlja2Vuc05GVEE2Q2FBUG1zemRvQ2RWUjliNFwvS0ZFSzBuRXg1TndwNEsxejBiVjVKWmxRMnpBVlU0T2xVRXhpcmliOHdqamNEeFFIWmxBQ09CSGpxaGtUdjYwa3dzeDlLbjZ3czE0VjdoSkJCN1l0Ukl6VHBnYz0iLCJpdiI6IjYwZThmMzhkZDUwMzE4ODhkNDk5YzAyZGZmNWUxYzdlIiwicyI6IjgxNjAyNzQ3ZmQ0NDQyMTQifQ%3D%3D
https://genre.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InRoTm1UV1NRNGs3eVA0Y211NFFCVFcwM1BqMUpPWTQ0ZWtJRXZIWVV2em9SaW5qSzJwdXUxMG1tXC9cL2l1OUtiS2haQ2RSK2dSeXVubFwvQkZvemw4c1ZTdkRidjByT3duRzB1NGFGMUJXNERHSEU2Tjc3TFYxTDI1XC9SSDFjcm9QdzhrVTF2d3lxWEFVbGM3empYbis3KzdqYkhrWmZBNTBuYlpnSnEwWlRVQ1RJeERxOCthYmZNS2R4MzdSQXd2ZzdvN1JybytuRGo1bUlkZjBIT2lVYnV2d3kybkp1NmdQenRmUmYzN0dIRDZzPSIsIml2IjoiMzJiYTExZWU4MTRjMDc1Mjk3NGQ1NDc1MGRmZWFmNWIiLCJzIjoiMDQyMzRiODY2NzdmZmVmNCJ9
https://genre.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlBhWjVPM2NIbWsyK2JRTGxRczRPeG94WG5SNFFkSmNjbVwvRkJoOFwvUmNtUGdGVG5RUUNoSEFka3lxb3BIZDFhVVdNOGhrRmNiWmIwS05GY2FSaVlFVzJjYUdoVVY3SGt2c2FzdFdcL3U4ckRqTXZwa3U0YW4yeUpFa1I0TXpBbFVUdWk0WEVpb2pXbGt6MzNZMFVGUFE5dmlGQjBxZVgwQlBFNWlwUDFwY3cwWUU5S0xrclRvamFCZE4xbnZkQzZ0NGg3VVlJUFhNd2FrSHRiUWU4aTB2M3NxK1BkMVpDR0xWeHdUbUxFN3c4aUU9IiwiaXYiOiIxYmY2ZTMwZjdjYmJkNDk1NmMzNjA3ODI3ZGJlNGYzOCIsInMiOiJiZTVmZTM2NzQ3MWQ5Yjc5In0%3D

China, the Red Guards destroyed countless libraries during the Cultural
Revolution.

The destruction of libraries had a devastating impact on cultural heritage.
Millions of books and other&E X & #¥ were lost, and many libraries were
never rebuilt. This loss of knowledge and culture has had a lasting impact
on the societies that were affected.

However, despite the destruction, there were also efforts to rebuild and
preserve libraries. After the Second World War, libraries around the world
began to collaborate on efforts to restore damaged collections and rebuild
destroyed libraries. And in recent years, there has been a growing
movement to digitize library collections and make them available online.

The destruction of libraries is a reminder of the importance of preserving
our cultural heritage. Libraries are essential institutions for education,
research, and the preservation of knowledge. We must never forget the
lessons of the past, and we must continue to fight for the protection of
libraries around the world.

Case Studies

The following are some specific examples of the destruction of libraries in
the twentieth century:

= Nazi Germany: The Nazis burned thousands of books by Jewish
authors and other "undesirable" elements. In 1933, they organized a
nationwide book burning campaign, and they continued to burn books
throughout the war. It is estimated that the Nazis destroyed over 20
million books.



= Soviet Union: The Soviet Union purged libraries of books that were
deemed to be .5 2. This process began in the 1920s, and it
continued throughout the Stalinist era. It is estimated that the Soviets
destroyed millions of books.

= China: The Red Guards destroyed countless libraries during the
Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). They burned books, destroyed
libraries, and attacked librarians. It is estimated that the Red Guards
destroyed over 10 million books.

= Cambodia: The Khmer Rouge regime destroyed libraries and other
cultural institutions during their rule in the 1970s. It is estimated that
the Khmer Rouge destroyed over 90% of Cambodia's libraries.

The destruction of libraries is a crime against humanity. It deprives people
of access to knowledge and culture, and it destroys the historical record.
We must never forget the lessons of the past, and we must continue to fight
for the protection of libraries around the world.

Additional Resources

= |FLA Statement on the Destruction of Libraries
= UNESCO Condemns the Destruction of Libraries in Iraq

= |SIS Burns Thousands of Books in Mosul Library
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