
True Adventures of Great Lakes Freighter
Captain Richard Metz: A Journey Across the
Mighty Waters

The Great Lakes, a vast network of interconnected freshwater lakes in
North America, have been a vital waterway for centuries. Amidst the
towering ships and endless expanse, Captain Richard Metz emerged as a
legendary figure, his name forever etched in the annals of Great Lakes
maritime history. This article will delve into the extraordinary life and
adventures of Captain Metz, uncovering the challenges, triumphs, and
unforgettable experiences that shaped his career on the mighty waters.

Early Life and Calling

Richard Metz was born in the bustling city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on
November 14, 1882. From a young age, he was fascinated by the maritime
world and spent countless hours gazing at the ships sailing along the
shores of Lake Michigan. At the tender age of 16, he left school to pursue
his passion, enrolling in the Wolverine State Nautical School in Toledo,
Ohio.
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Apprenticeship and Rise

Metz's apprenticeship began aboard the schooner Frank Pere Marquette.
He eagerly absorbed every lesson, from ship handling to navigation. His
dedication and natural aptitude quickly caught the attention of his superiors.
In 1898, he obtained his Third Mate's license, marking a significant
milestone in his career.

As his responsibilities grew, so did Metz's reputation. He steadily rose
through the ranks, serving as Second Mate, First Mate, and eventually
Captain. His unwavering determination and exceptional leadership skills
made him a respected figure among his crew and fellow captains.

Navigating the Mighty Lakes

The Great Lakes present unique challenges to mariners. Shifting weather
patterns, treacherous storms, and shallow waters demand a combination of
skill, experience, and unwavering resolve. Metz possessed an uncanny
ability to anticipate changing conditions and adapt accordingly. His keen
observation of the skies and the movement of the waters enabled him to
safely guide his ships through the most unpredictable circumstances.

Shipwrecks and Rescues

Despite his exceptional seamanship, Metz faced countless perils on the
Great Lakes. In 1901, while serving as Captain of the steamer Fremont, his
ship collided with another vessel in dense fog. The Fremont sank, but
Metz's quick thinking and leadership saved the lives of his crew.
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Metz also played a pivotal role in several daring rescues. In 1914, he
commanded the icebreaker Leonard C. Hanna during a fierce storm. The
ship came to the aid of three other vessels trapped in the ice. Metz's
courageous maneuvering and unwavering determination ensured the safe
return of all aboard.

The SS Daniel J. Morrell

Of all the ships Captain Metz commanded, the SS Daniel J. Morrell holds a
special place in his legacy. This massive freighter, measuring over 600 feet
in length, was one of the largest and most technologically advanced
vessels on the Great Lakes at the time of her launch in 1906. Metz
assumed command of the Morrell in 1919 and remained her Captain for
over a decade.

From Steam to Diesel

The early 20th century marked a transition from steam-powered ships to
diesel-powered vessels. Metz embraced this technological advancement
and played a key role in the modernization of the Great Lakes fleet. He
supervised the conversion of the Morrell from steam to diesel in 1930,
making it one of the first diesel-powered freighters on the lakes.

Life Beyond Shipping

Captain Metz's influence extended beyond the shipping industry. He was a
strong advocate for safety regulations and served as President of the Lake
Carriers' Association, a trade organization representing Great Lakes
shipping interests. He also played an active role in civic affairs, serving as a
member of the Milwaukee Common Council.

A Lasting Legacy



Captain Richard Metz retired from active seafaring in 1942 after a
remarkable career spanning over four decades. His contributions to the
Great Lakes maritime industry left an enduring legacy. His leadership,
seamanship, and unwavering dedication to safety ensured the safe
passage of countless vessels and their crews.

The True Adventures of Great Lakes Freighter Captain Richard Metz is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of those who navigate the vast expanse
of the Great Lakes. His exceptional skills, unwavering courage, and
profound respect for the waters he sailed made him a legend among
mariners and a respected figure in the maritime community. Captain Metz's
legacy continues to inspire generations of Great Lakes seafarers,
reminding them of the challenges, triumphs, and unwavering dedication
that define life on the mighty waters.
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Basics Beginner Guide To Stage Sound
Start with a good source. The quality of your sound will be limited by the
quality of your source material. Make sure that your microphones are
placed correctly and...

Kiwi in the Realm of Ra: Exploring the Mystical
Kiwi Fruit
Origins and Domestication The kiwi, a delectable fruit with an enigmatic
history, traces its origins to the verdant valleys of China. Known as "yang
tao" in...
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